
Reduction of Dislocations by Manipulation.
\p=m-\Inthis journal for April 5, 1884, we inserted a

short article on this subject under the head of original
communications, by Dr. M. M. Louis Hutchinson,
whose titles would indicate that he had received his
education on the other side of the Atlantic. One of
the leading motives for inserting the article was to
make it the occasion for correcting the erroneous

views the writer entertained concerning the status of
surgical progress in this country.
Concerning the reduction of dislocations by man-

ipulation, Dr. Hutchinson makes the singular asser-

tion that the subject is seldom lectured upon in the
medical colleges, and that very little attention is
given to it in the text-books and other works on

surgery. So far is such a statement from being true,
that we doubt whether there is a regular medical
school in this country, in which a course of lectures
on surgery has been given at any time during the
last twenty years, that did not include direct and full
instruction concerning the reduction of dislocations,
especially at the shoulder and hip, by manipulation.
Prof. H. H. Smith, of the University of Pennsyl¬
vania, reduced a luxation of the humérus by this
method, and published an account of it in the Medi¬
calExaminer of Philadelphia in 1858. He also gives
full instruction on the subject in his valuable work on

"The Principles and Practice of Surgery," pub¬
lished in 1863. Prof. Daniel Brainerd, of Chicago,
who died in 1866, had for several years before his
death, both practiced and taught this method of re¬

duction, as applied alike to the heads of the humérus
and femur.

In regard to the reduction of dislocations of the
femur at the hip by manipulation the attention of the
profession was first prominently arrested by a very
valuable paper contributed by Dr. W. W. Reid, of
Rochester, N, Y., and published in 1857. Since the
publication of that paper by Dr. Reid concerning
the reduction of dislocations of the hip by manipula¬
tion, and the case of dislocation of the humérus at the
shoulder, published by Dr. Smith in 1858, this
method of reduction has been as familiarly taught,
both in the medical schools and works on surgery,
in this country, as any other important item of surgi¬
cal knowledge.

Professorial Changes.\p=m-\It is understood in pro-
fessional circles in Philadelphia, that at the close of
the present college term in the medical department of
the University of Pennsylvania, Prof. Alfred Still\l=e'\
will positively retire from the chair of Practice of
Medicine, and will be succeeded by Dr. Wm. Pepper,
the present Provost of the University. The one has
well earned his right to a seat on the higher plane of
honorable retirement, while the other is equally fitted
to enter upon the active duties of one of the most
important positions to be found in the profession.
At a recent meeting of the Faculty and Trustees

of the Chicago Medical College, Dr. W. H. Cassel-
bery was appointed Professor of Materia Medica and
Therapeutics, Dr. W. W. Jaggard Adjunct Professor
of Practical Obstetrics, and Dr. F. S. Johnson Lec-
turer on Histology. These gentlemen had been giv-
ing instruction in their respective departments during
the past college term with more than ordinary ability
and success.

Does Alcohol Undergo Combustion in the

Human System??\p=m-\Human System?- In the brief clinical lecture on

the use of the fats, or Oils and Alcohol in the Treat-
ment of Pulmonary Phthisis, in the present number
of the Journal, the lecturer speaks of the action of
alcohol as though its combustion in the living system
was an established fact ; and even informs his class of
the quantity of heat that would be evolved from the
combustion of a given number of grammes of alcohol.
He appears to be still living in the palmy days of the
chemico-physiological doctrines of Baron Liebig, and
of course is oblivious to the fact, that all the experi-
ments of the last quarter of a century demonstrate,
first, that nearly all the alcohol taken into the living
human system, instead of undergoing combustion, is
eliminated unchanged through the lungs, skin, and
kidneys. The late Dr. Anstie, after the most persist-
ent and extensive experimental research, could show
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